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The Weekly That Keeps You Informed of the Current Broadway Critical scene 
N»Y.Openings This Week 


The Member of the Wedding-Fmpire, 1/5/50. Philadelphia's daily and trade press 
critics predicted that the adaptation of the Carson McCullers* novel might be the 
first big drematic hit of the Broadway season, Play is directed by Harold Clurman, 
drama critic of New Republic, and its cast includes Julie Harris and Fthel Waters. 


Happy As Larry-Coronet, 1/6/50. Leonard Sillman's musical fantasy, which fea- 
tures Burgess Meredith in the dual role of director and star, didn't leave all of the 
Boston critics in a happy moode Those who pleasure a little whimsy with their musi- 


cals praised the show, while the others didn't see much hope of success for the Cel- 
tic tall tale, 


Quick Glance at New NeYeShows--see inside pages for digests 


She Stoops ‘to Conquer=-City Center, 12/28/49. Opening bill of the four week seo- 
son was highly lauded by all the daily critics, Pollock, Compass, thought the choice 
of the Goldsmith comedy was poor, because it was not made of the stuff a revival 
should be» Ezra Stone won top honors from the critics, 


‘The Velvet Glove-Booth, 12/26/49, Guthrie McClintie's production of Rosemary 
Casey play won the support of the majority of the daily critics, though two "con and 


two "so-so" votes were filed against it. Grace George received the highest praise 
from all, 


Shows that Closed 


Born Yesterday-Miller, 2/4/46+12/31/49, Garson Kanin’s hit. comedy concluded 
three year Broadway run prior to cross country toure Pley was highly recommended by 
all of the critics when it opened ; though none predicted such a long run for the show, 


_ How Long Till Summer-Playhouse, 12/27/49-12/31/49. The Rudley's drama folded 
after five performances, Reviewers panned the playwright team for not writing a full 
fledged plays; though they all commended the idea the play was fostering, Pollock, 
Compass, was the only critic to give the show a mild review, the rest panned it. 


Magazine Reviewers Look at the New Shows-see inside pages for digests 


_ Caesar and Cleopatra-National, 12/21/49. Clurman, New Republic, attacked the 
Shaw play 9s being downright silly. The play and the production was so bad, he said, 
that he couldn't even enjoy Miss Palmer's charms, The other magazine critics fired 
salvos for the leads, the play and the sets. : 


The Ret Race-Barrymore, 12/22/49. Though Betty Fields performance wes cited as 
the top acting job of the season, the critics of the New Yorker, Cue, Time and Bill- 
board couldn't find much to praise in the new Garson Kanin play. Other critics 
thought performance of Fields and fine supporting cast made for an interesting night. 


Gentlemen Prefer Blondos-Ziegfeld, 12/8/49. Channing's portrayal in the lead 
was deemed the chief asset of the musical by Clurman, New Republic, while George Joan 
Nathen couldn't stand Alvarez’ dancing. 


Power of the Critics - Fame Department 


Lord Boaverbrook’s top drama critic, Milton Shuman, identifies himself to stran- 
gers as the critic who works for the paper that cartoonist Low works for,-Leonard 
Lyons, 
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To Produce Timc Critic's Fley 


Apple of Discord, a comedy by Louis praneubesivne. drama critic of Time magazine, 
will be produced "immediatcly", according to Robort L» Joseph who has obtained rights 
to the pley. This is Kronenberger's first play. 


She Stoops to Conquer 


a, Times --Pro-- Play is friendlicst ragtag and bobtail of Johnsonian period. 
Now on view in breezy performance, Individuel performances range from good to idcal, 
not yet acquired timber of rematteteed group. acting. «All the compeny needs is chance to 
act togethers-/tkimson. 


b. Herald Tribune Not brilliant revival, but compctcnt ont, Bct- 
ter in its attempts at burlesque than at drawing room satirc, Needs smoothness and 
more consistont end dashing stylization. Stone comes off beste-Barncs. 


Co News =-Proe= Rollicking performance of farce with a most interesting company> 
Cast works with good will end good humor, clements we nced most desporatcly in the 
theatree Dircctor given 5s very old farce a nicc shot in arm. -If. you like actors ond 
nonscnse and old gags, this is a great, pleasant, thcatrical bargain,-Chopman. 


d. Mirror --Pro-- Staged robustly, majority of paying customers roared dnd had a 
high old time of it. . Enjoyed pley and think you will too, fxcehlent acting»-Colcman 


€. Compass --Con=~ Play has not the material in it for so long and rich a life 
that a revival demands. Might have beon better if it had cast of Maurice Evans’, or 
&s part of repertory for theatre students only. Some minutes are unmistekebly dull, 
though Stone never is, Net result is sober comedys=Pollock. 


f. Post -=Pro-- Not brilliant production, but has commendable merits of vigor 
and vivacity. Result is not often hilarious, but it is always fun. Holm and ahcrne 
outstanding, though Stone too noisy. A worth Center scason 
off to a good starte-liatts. 


ge Sun --Pro-- Mildly entertaining, but not uproarious eit Played brightly, 
if nat brilliently, Holm completely delightful, not overpnovered by antics of 6Stonc.- 
Morchouse, 
“he World Telegram --Pro-- In spite of nice ovcr players, nice under players, and 
nice players in between, play comes out es memoreble event in annals of City Center 
dramae Here could be the beginning of NYC's Old Vic. All styles of acting given 
chance in revival without tears.-Garland, 


New Prologue to Goldsmith Comedy Criticizes the Critics 
Prologue read by. Maurice Evens at ‘the City Center revivel of She Stoops To Con- 
quer was penned by Professor ii. W. Watts, head of the English Department of Lafayette 
Colleges Urging playgoers and critics alike to enjoy themselves, it pleads with the 
critics not to _use the word “dsted" in their reviews of the revival. 


Prefer Blondes 


i, George Jean Nathan --So-So-- Does not do much to perpetuate tinted legend of 
-20s, instead shows them as they really were, something a musical is not supposed to 
do, Made fairly tolerable pastime by top performers, but Alvarez dancing suggested 
Yogi clinic more than Nile beauty. 


je New Republic --Pro-- Channing is chief asset, rest is ornate dressings 
_ Channing is not a Lorelie, she makes one, a real actress in the sense that her per- 
formance accomplishes a characterization.-Clurman, 
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Playwright Convincsc Fatte, Written thaa Reviers 


Dalton Trumbo. Bicgcest Thief in Town, lasted 13 pe-formances on 
last year is convinced that his play was fer better written than the reviews of the 
NY critics who panned his work. One of the paragraphs ~~ a review was so bad it .end- 
ed up as a "News-Broak" item in the New Yorker. 


How Long Till Summer 


a, Times --Con--- Theme is vital, but.play does not poke beneath the surfacé.- 
More successful with young cheracters than adults, Director not befriended his pley, 
Performance is mechancical end uneasy, despite obvious merits of pateree=tesneen. 


Herald Tribune --Con-- Basic idea has no real as ‘it 
&cross stage in patchwork quilt of strong language, tricky mechanical devices and ex- 
travagant gestures. Acting ranges from colorless to faultys: Youngsters. good, but 

play overpla yode=Barnes, 


Co News --Con=-- Muddled, tediously played affair which never makes up its mind 
which of two plays it could be. Josh White, Jro, best features. Direction is awkward 
and sluggish.-Chapman. 


d. Mirror --Con-- Ought to bé vastly moving but seldom is, §ketchily written 
and doesn*t probe its problem as deeply as it should. Competent cast. Farnest but 
tasuceessful plays Baffled as to what tts target was.rSoleman, 


6s Compass --So-So-- Not a very good play, but it is kindly, sympathetic and 
very earnest. Its sincority atoncs for at least some of its sins, Don’t get real 
grip on audience until near cnd of play. Direction not good enough for fine actorse=- 
Pollock; 
f» Post --Con-- Good intentions and germ of an interesting idea are frantically 
wasted on the season's most hopeless play writing. Good idea wanders off into ter- 
rible melodrama, Play is a messo-Vatts. 


ge Sun --Con-= The season's worst play to date, hysterical, jumbled drama. All 
that I could find in its favor was its brevity, over by 10835 PM. Lot of intensity 
in acting, but scenes lack theatrical effectiveness, no writing to support all the 
vehemencé.~Morshouses 


he World Telegram No really played at strangely 
tedious tempo which makes it seem long. Acting down to earth'for surface effect 
to: convey any deeply felt emotion. Youngsters finc.-Hawkins. 


ra Journal American --Con--: Wish that Fleanor Roosevelt, who publicly appreciates 
play (in the ads), had written my review. All evening a message tries to get through, 
authors deliver neither an epistle nor an entertainments Josh White, Jr. should have 
been others ‘do as well as ‘can be 


Contributes nothing to 
Play stutters, dialogue falterss-Shoaffors 


Brooklyn Fagle --Con-- Bad, stumbling affair. 
pregress of its causes 


Ke tivasts News --Con-- One of dullest plays imaginable put on temporary appear= 
ances Awkwardly tedious composition heavily burdened with social significance in 
slow motion, Hope producers have better luck next time.-Field.- 


Capsule Critiques by NY Sun's Hi Phillips 


Gentlemen Prefer Blondes. « « « » »Some En-Channing Evening. 
How Long Till Summers » © eHOW Long Is Winter 
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Nathan's Mass Criticist: o: Hollywood Acting 


Critic GeJoNathan was bin scolded for nis persistent snubbing of movies. 


"Hollywood", a director rsminded, "has mace stars out of many actors." “What Holly- 
wood necds," replied the critic; "is someonc who can make actors out of many stars." 
Winchell. 


The Velvet Glove 


Times --So-So-- Mild, pleasant, thin, little comedy, delightful 
throughout, George gives gleaming, mischievous performance, Hampden makes persuasive 
character out of an amiable part. Affair not quite sturdy enough to sustain pley all 
évening, or nimble enough to tie up all loose threads of plot eAtkinson, 


b. Herald Tribune --Con-- Play is affectionate and has veneer of charm, but it 
is not very stimulating. Joke not nearly lively enough to sustain three agts, As 
secular whimsy, it is light and innocuous as eiderdown, and just as elusive.-Barnes» 


c> News --Pro-- George is special person in theatre, with enchanting voice and 
captivating sense of civilized comedye To the many who know this and to .those.who 
would like to lcarny recommend playe Play is slight as to storye Rest of cast 
Pleasant, including George's granddaughtor, Barbara Brady.-Chapman. 


de Mirror --Pro-- Should delight playgocrs of all faiths, Amusing and rewarding 
witty, intclligent and cntcrtaining. Bclongs on your must sce list.-Colcman. 


Ge Compass --Con==- A pastry comedy, one of the scason's trifles,. Author docs 
everything the casy way, pulling her character strings so they do whatever she wishos 
dodging the principal issues, following old and very nearly played out comedy formu- 
las, relying only on juvenile sentiments.-Pollock, 


f. Post =--So-So-- Deft and delightful playing of George is chief virtue, Ami-. 
able, but mild dnd rather attenuated little narrative, marked by quict charm.and mo- 
dest superficiality. Gcorge brings it much necded vitality. Other pcrformors 
cxecllent.-Watts, 


Z.+ Sun «-So-So=- Sparsc, skimpy but ploasant comedy in which George again revcals 
herself as an actress of cxtraordinary fincsse, She deserves a better play, but no- 
body scems to have written ite Hampden delightful, Williams first ratc. Students 
of acting will soc a genuino artist at work.-Morchouse, 


he World Tologram --Pro=- Only producer McClintic could havo uote such a lovoly 
evening out of playe Not grcat, but it is now touched by so much fino workmanship, 
that you listen to it and think it is complotcly lovely. Goorge is the real "Volvot 
Fog", worth evoning’s devotion just to hoar hcr speak. Expert cast, Vorbiage turnod 
into minor classic by experts.-Hawkins. 


ie Journal Amcrican --Pro== Because of lightness and warmth of McClintic's pro- 
sentation play is among soason's most ondearing non-musicalse George a joy, Hampdon 
adolight.e Acting plus dircctor’s handiwork mean everything to playe-Garland. 


j» Brooklyn Eagle --Pro-- Thanks to McClintic's smooth, knowing treatment and 
splendid porformanccs play is chuckly, heart-warming faro. Performance more valid 
and substantial than writing. Story widely applicablo, made into ontcrtaining 
theatre 


ke Newark News --Pro-- Charming littlo play with sinc¢rity and gentlo wit. 
Goorge portrayal dominmatcs play, other charactors skillfully ctched.-Ficld. 


| 


-820- 
Lady 


8. Saturday Rovicw --Con-» In spite of the distinction which is Corncell‘s and 
the beaty of the production, piay feils to come to life, Heat never warms the audi- 
torium, result is audicnes i-oking from outsido et room where fire blazing, A fail- 
ure by McClintics cannot dimirish our affection and respoct for thcmy or our obliga- 
tion to 


b» Commonweal --Con-- Producers advertise their production as "sox comedy” and 
“ comedy about Two Couplcs Ambushod by serail Thet ought to give you @ pretty 
good ideae~Pholan, 


c. New Republic --Con-= Cast too conscious of comedy points it is making, thus 
turns froth into somewhat sticky saueae It sits hcavily on the stomach without sti- 
mulating the mind or the sconscs.-Clurman., 


The Rat Race 


de Variety --So-So-- Author written parts that are bettcr than play as whole, 
actors respond with superior performances. Field gives best portrayal of her career, 
possibly the top performanco of the season to date. Story itso}f would have becn 
strong enough to carry play, but heavy production gcts in its wayeHobe. 


6. Billboard --Con-=- Characters don't come alive, nor do their involvements pack 
any believable impacts With differcnt treatment it might have been compellingly in- 
Pressivee Result is bolow Kanin scripting standardse Fiocld oxccllent, Nelson givos 
fine account of self. Pity don’t come off bettore=Francis. 


f. Cuoco --Con-- Remains a badly ripped, poorly stitched-up piece of synthotics. 
All its yardage contains about two inches of that weave of humor, sympathy and genu- 
ine excitement which is supposed to cover the bare bones of a stagoe Ficlds givcs 
fine performancoe-Gabriol. 


Be Newswock --So-So-= If play as ultimetoly cffcetive as sum of its fino per- 
formances, the theatre would have first important now play of seasone But it is 
vagucly pointed and constructede Direction morc consistent than author's dramaturgys 
rewarded by pancl of top notch performonces. 


he Time --Cone- Play nowhorc, typifies a theatre whcre more and morc clever 
playwrights writo everything but playse Begins eontcrtainingly and remains vivid in 
spots. Ficld gives winning performancce But even what is good about it scts off 
memorics of still somcthing bettcr. 


i. New Yorker --Con-~ Fow reasonably funny moments not enough, neither is au- 
thor's notable gift for that slight dislocation of cliches thot is part of the secrot 
of reporting the vernacular. Result is remarkably foolish and vulgar plays I don't 
sec why you should distress yoursclf by going to it.-Gibbs. 


Critic Wishos Plays Werc All Good or All Bad 


Arthur Pollock, Compass, thinks tho job of the drama critic would be much casier 
if plays were eithor all good or all bade Qluttorbuck and Toxas Lil* Darlin’: wero 
cited as cxamples of recent shows that had some good and some bad spotse 


Prodyecr's Reverse English Critician 


Bernie Hart, NY News Robcrt Sylvester reports, has his own version of the pro- 
cecdings at I Know My Lovee “Loved the play, hated the Lunts” he tolls frionds. 
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Caesar end Clcopetra 


Qe Varicty --Pro= ailing Hardwicko is an oxciting personality to watch,» 
Surrounded solf with support=ne featurod piaye:s who their way around a stage. 
Palmer scductively cttrectiv>, tr not elways an intcolligiblo Cicopatra.-Kahn» 


be Billboard =~Pro-- Hardwicke acquitted himself brilliantly in doublo assign- 
ment of director and star. ‘ould have liked to seo him do the part 25 yoars ago, but 
will bet it couldn't have been up to present jobe If Palmer had beon around Alexan- 
dria in 48 B.C. it's unlikely Cacsar over would have got back to Romce Supporting 
cast fine.-Francis. 


C. Cuc --Pro-- Chariot trade revival does both you and Shaw e scrvice and an 
honors Shaw*s noblest romance with strong, unstinting cast list. Sects do look more 
like Fifth Avenuc show windows then the Nilc.-Gabricl. 


de New Republic --Con-= Less said about it the better, production is lamentable 
in cvery respecte §0 bad couldn't cven appreciate Palmer's charmse Something boyish 
and very nearly silly about the play itself.-Clurman, 


€» Nation -=Proe- Kind of play the theatres arc made for, packcd with the plca- 
surcs for the mind, the senses, and the hoart. Cast is cxecl]ent, dircetion is know- 
ing and sure, settings simple but clegont.-Marshall, 


f. Newsweok -=Pro-- Near perfect production of stimulating play with judicious 


Castinge All lcads and supporting pleycrs arc almost cqually et home in Gcrald’s 
simple, colorful and highly cffretive sots. 


ge Timc --Pro-= Remains onc of Shaw's most vigorous plays. Achioved sharp com- 
ment by using comcdy with little flippancye Properly tightoncd version, cnhancod by 
impressive simple scts. Hardwicke plays with slow gravity better suited to Cacsar 


than to Shaw, but donc with euthority, understanding. Palmer kind of Clcopatra suits 
both role and Shaw, 


New Yorker -=Pro=- A conversational ovening, containing some stretches of an- 
tiquetcd rascality, but on the wholo I found it romarkably comic and stimulating ox- 
pericnece Palmcr most decorativo Cloopatra over to perform for any authors ‘Hardwicke 
admirable, sets arc miracles of intelligent cconomys-Gibbse 


ie Bell 6t. Journet --Prom= Boautiful production with anysually wehi ealostod 
caste Ceacser was old, but Cloopatra was young, end so arc the lincs of the Shaw play. 
Palmcr end Hardwicke perfect, designcr deserves much eredit.Cooke. 


ie Journal of Commerce --Pro-- Highly styled version of classic added to by 


Palmer beauty, handicapped by Hardwicke illness, Splcndid production in momentous. 
prescntation for Shaw followers.-Colby. 


Garland to Teach Drama Criticism in Onc Article 


Forthcoming issuc of Theatre Time magazine contains article by Robert Garland, 
NY Journal Amcricen, on "How to be ea Drame Critic in One Easy Lessons" 


Live Actors Return to 42nd Stroot 


Sartro’s Respectful Prostitute opened the first show st thc Selwyn Theatrc on 
Wost 42nd Strcot. Three sots of Equity leads alternate in the five daily shows. 
Critics from Varioty, NY Times and Journal Amcrican reported the cut version of 45 


minutcs was playod for the laughs obtained on the tough languagee Busincss was rc 
ported 2s goode 


‘ 


The Rat Raco 


come a minor cropper- 


ponds onc in a vacuum; 
drama it is not nuch. 


The Velvet Glovo 


is wondcrful.-Colby, 


le NY Times 
2, NY Herald Tribune 

32 NY News 

4. NY Mirror 

52 NY Compass (Star, PM) 
6. NY Post 

7. NY Sun 

8. NY Journal Amcrican 
Je NY Worid Tolcgrom 

10. Brookiyn Eaglc 


Morning Tolegrapr 
sound and rich. Ali those soncerned with play posscse 


Ce Women’s Wear =--Cone= 


Dronts ore brisé and u*fe 


Ficld Listicss, scidom r 


as Nation Horribls amalgam of worst aspect of rlavs and storics about 
"little people” and tor 


mas heve us for manv 


not whole, 


Neither vivid reolism nor profound philosophy, it sus- 


leitye Gcorge magnificent, Hampden fince 
those who do not shy away from a bit of eccrebral stinuletion in the theatire.-Dash. 


Out_of Town Critics May Not Gct Passes to N.Ye Shows 


Key to NoYoCe Criticism Glanco 


ll. 
12. 
13. 
14, 
156 
16. 
18. 
19> 
20 » 


Women's Wear Wise and screno work, should interest the intcliigent 
Pley of depth and staturc, racommended to 


f. Journel of Commeree --Pro-- If one docs not take plot contcnt too ser 
production could casily bcckon you to a rcspectably pleasing cvening, Entirc 


Revicwors arc ratod as to how thcy liko the show, not if they think it will bo 
hit. mcans the roviewcr rccommords the show for on entcrtaining or stimulate 
' Ang cvening. "Con" mcans he docsn *t rocommend it as such. 
viowor didn‘*t state his preference directly, 


Newark News 
Women's Woar Daily 
Daily Worker 

Wall St. Journal 
Journal of Commerce 
George Jcan Nathan 
Morning Tclcegreph 
Yarioty 

billboard: 

Theatre Arts 


Yumbcr of amusing moments, but ir. terms of stirring poignant 


Ficld doos not havc onough cmotional dapth in porformanccy 
toncs in placid, enreffied 


de Jcurnal of Commerce «=Pro-« If play built of firmer stuff it would have bem 
excellent. But with cnthusiesm of audienes rcaction in mind, plus indisputably fine 
Play acting, it remains "good theatre".-Colby, 


scriouslys 


ast 


&_ Wall St. Journal --Pro-- Plcasant, mildly diverting little comedy. Virtucs 


lic in acting, dircctions and humorous cxploitations of the playe Leads arc ercdit 
to the play and the cvcenings-Cookc. 


Theatre critics from out of town papcrs mey not continuc to get free gucst ticke 
cts if the Committce of Theatrical Produccrs has its way. 


Reecnt pannings of Anne of 
1000 Days in Chicago before its oprning is the rcason, 


"So-So" means the ro=- 


21, Catholic \iorld 
22. Cormornweal 

230 Cuc 

24, Ch. Sci. Monitor 
25, Sat» Revicw Lit. 
26. Newsweek 

27+ Time 

28 e Nat fon 
290 New Republic 

New Yorkor 
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